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Opposition Research
Report
Conducting Opposition Research

There are 5 primary and simple ways to conduct opposition research:

1. Attending legislative hearings
2. Monitoring Social Media
3. Clipping articles, editorials and interviews from the newspaper or online sources

4. Joining your opposition’s grassroots network and email distribution lists

5. Conducting online research of websites
Use the information gathered from the steps above to fill out the table below.
Bill or Issue:
Position:
(Circle one)
   Oppose
Interested Party

Opposing Organization: 

	Opposition Argument
	Analysis of the Argument
	Counter Argument

	Acknowledge the Arguments

· Accurately and impersonally state any strong arguments that your opposition uses.  Do not editorialize.
	Analyze the Arguments

· Do they rely on emotional appeal?

· Does their argument rely on statistics?

· Are their statistics correctly stated?

· Is their statement partially false or totally false?

· Is their solution viable?

· Is your opposition friend or enemy?

· What legislators will respond to this argument?

· Are the news media attracted to this argument?
	Confront the Arguments

Think of 3 possible responses to each argument:
· Use a personal story.

· Question the statistics or research methods.

· Provide alternative statistics.

· Co-opt their concerns, but redirect the conclusions.

· Shift the basis of their argument to a more sympathetic aspect.

· Dispassionately label the opposition as irrational, aggressive, and unfair if they objectively are.

	
	
	


Source: the One-Hour Activist by Christoper Kush

Please submit completed forms to OESCA at:

membersupport@oesca.org
